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~Weeks 1and 2 ~

Supplies
e Pedro’s Journal by Pam Conrad
« Printout of journal pages or your own journal

+ “Pedro’s Journey” Map

» Read August 3 to September 26.

« This week’s study guide assignments follow the journal format of the book you are reading. Instead of
answering questions about the book, you will create a journal of what you are learning from it. In your
journal each day, write things from the story that you found interesting, that you learned, or that you
want to share. Older students should write at least one solid paragraph per day.

«  Write in your journal.

« Read September 30 to October 16.

«  Write in your journal.

« Read October 23 to December 27.

«  Write in your journal.

+ Read January 2 to February 14.
«  Write in your journal.

»  Show the finished journal to your parent or teacher.
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« Review August 3 to September 27.

« This week’s study guide assignments follow Pedro’s Journal, geographically speaking. (For those of you
using our Geography lesson plans, you will find that this counts for both the RAG and the geography
lesson for this week.) Day 1 has the most assignments. These assignments get increasingly shorter as the
week progresses.

« Use a dictionary or the Internet to define these geographically-related terms in each day’s assignment.
(Geography includes everything from flowers to food to foreign languages!)

Vocabulary
« archipelago (n): [a large chain, group, or cluster of islands]
« helmsman (n): /the person who steers the ship or boat]

« fathom (n): [a unit of length, especially used for measuring the depth of water—one fathom equals six

Seet]

Discussion Generators
1. Where does Pedro think his ship is heading? [To India]/

« Have you ever seen a navigational chart? If not, with parental permission, go to Google Images and
search for navigational charts. Look at a few of the examples. (No wonder Pedro is confused!)

2. Look up the “North Star.” Why is it surprising that Christopher Columbus would say it had moved?
[According to Wikipedia: “The North Star has historically been used for navigation, both to find the
direction of north and to determine latitude. It always appears due north in the sky, and the angle it
makes with respect to the horizon is equal to the latitude of the observer. The North Star is visible only
in northern hemisphere skies and so cannot be used for navigation south of the equator.”]

3. Did the North Star really move? [No, Columbus was just frustrated that the compass readings were

off.]
4. What unusual sightings in the sky are recorded in Pedro’s Journal on September 17? [Falling stars and
meteorites]
Map Work

« Use the map to discover what country the harbor of Palos (or port of Palos) is located in. Color that
country orange. [Spain/

« Find the Canary Islands on your map. They are located just off the northwest coast of mainland Africa.
Label them in yellow.

« Review September 30 to October 16.
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Vocabulary
« horizon (n): [the line where sky and earth appear to meet]
« tierra (n): [it means “land” in Spanish]

Discussion Generators
1. What direction do you think is the opposite of a “southwest” direction? [Northeast]

2. On October 7, Pedro writes that they may have missed Japan and are probably on their way to what
country? [China]

3. The captain alters course to follow what? [A flock of birds]

4. What signs do the sailors see on October 11 that convinces them to stay on course? [Birds in flocks,
reeds and plants in the water, a small floating board, a stick with iron on it that was obviously man-
made]

Map Work
« What does Columbus name the land they find on October 12? [San Salvador]

« Find it on your map and color it blue.

« Review October 23 to December 27.

Vocabulary
« shoal (n): [a shallow, sandy place at the bottom of a body of water]

« bay (n): [a body of water along a shoreline that is partially enclosed by land but has a wide mouth,
providing access to the sea]

Discussion Generators

1. What do the natives do with dried leaves that they enjoy but that make the crew cough and retch? [They
roll up the leaves, light them with flame, and inhale the smoke through their nostrils.]

2. For whom does Columbus always claim whatever land he finds? [The king and queen of Spain]

« Review January 2 to February 14.

Discussion Generators
1. What mammal does the crew see on January 9 that they mistake for mermaids? [Manatees/
2. Where do the Nina and the Pinta finally reunite? [Back in the harbor of Palos]
3. How long did their voyage take? [Seven-and-a-half months]
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