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Illuminations Year Three
The Trumpeter of Krakow

by Eric P. Kelly
Family Study Guide Answer Key by Laura Reisinger

~ Weeks 1, 2, and 3 ~

Supplies
•	 The Trumpeter of Krakow by Eric P. Kelly

•	 Outline map of Poland

•	 Historical world atlas

•	 Optional, for End-of-Book Wrap-Up: GO A-1 or A-2, GO B-2, GO E-1, GO Z-2

Reading Schedule
Week 1
Day 1: “The Broken Note” and Chapter I
Day 2: Chapter II
Day 3: Chapter III
Day 4: Chapter IV

Week 2
Day 1: Chapters V and VI
Day 2: Chapters VII and VIII
Day 3: Chapters IX and X
Day 4: Chapters XI and XII

Week 3
Day 1: Chapter XIII
Day 2: Chapter XIV
Day 3: Chapter XV
Day 4: Chapter XVI and Epilogue
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Vocabulary
The vocabulary definitions are given for each chapter. Review these before, during, and after reading. Younger 
students—grades 3 and 4—might only be expected to learn one or two words per chapter. Older students should 
be challenged according to their ability. Putting words on flashcards is a great way to review. Here are a few 
other activities students can do to practice new vocabulary words.

•	 Make up their own sentences for each word.

•	 Play a Jeopardy-style game. One person reads the definition, for example, “The leader of a clan or tribe,” 
and the other answers with a question: “What is a chieftain?”

•	 Create a crossword puzzle at http://www.crosswordpuzzlegames.com. In the right-hand column, click 
on “Create Crossword” and then enter the vocabulary word in the “Word” box and the definition of the 
word in the corresponding “Hint” box. Print and have fun!

Literary Elements
Literary elements will be discussed throughout the book.  Here is the first literary element to watch for as you 
read.

	 Simile. A simile is a literary element used to compare two things using the words “like” or “as.” There 
are several in the novel. Watch for similes that help you to better understand a character or situation. 
(You might want to write them on your whiteboard or in your notebook.)

	 Examples: “…the wagons pitched about like little boats on a windswept sea” (page 8); “That stoop-
shouldered misbegotten thing that calls himself Stas came to us like an angel from heaven” (page 105).

Cast of Characters
•	 Joseph Charnetski/Kovalski—the 15-year-old son of Andrew Charnetski

•	 Andrew Charnetski/Kovalski—also known as Pan Andrew, father of Joseph Charnetski, whose 
home in Ukraine was burned by the Tartans and who changes his surname later in the story

•	 Stefan Ostrovski—a fake name of Peter of the Button Face

•	 Peter of the Button Face/Bogdan Grozny (Bogdan the Terrible)—a man known for his evil 
deeds throughout the Cossack lands

•	 King Kazimir Jagiello—the king of Poland

•	 Andrew Tenczynski—Andrew Charnetski’s cousin, killed by a mob of tradesmen

•	 Elzbietka Kreutz—a female friend of Joseph’s, niece of the alchemist Kreutz

•	 Nicholas Kreutz—Elzbietka’s uncle and guardian, a scholar and alchemist

•	 Jan Kanty—priest and saint, known to be a protector of the people in the city of Krakow

•	 Johann Tring—a student of the alchemist

•	 Stas—a member of Peter of the Button Face’s band

http://www.crosswordpuzzlegames.com
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 Week 1 - Day 1     	 				           						                  
•	 Read “The Broken Note” (Preface) and Chapter I, “The Man Who Wouldn’t Sell His Pumpkin.”

Vocabulary
•	 caravan (n): [a group of travelers on a journey together]

•	 orthodox (adj): [relating to a religious group]

•	 retinue (n): [a group of attendants]

•	 stout (adj): [strong]

•	 muse (v): [to think over]

•	 surly (adj): [threatening in appearance; sullen in mood]

•	 defraud (v): [to keep something from someone by deception]

•	 szlachcic: [Polish for country gentleman]

•	 chlopak: [Polish for boy]

•	 knickerbockers (n): [loose-fitting short pants gathered at the knee]

Discussion Generators
1.	 What was the name of the terrible army that came to destroy Krakow in the year 1241? [The Tartars]

2.	 What is the Heynal and when is it supposed to be played? [A hymn to Our Lady played every hour]

3.	 What happened to the young trumpeter? [He was shot with an arrow while playing the Heynal.]

4.	 Did the trumpeter ever finish his song? [No.]

5.	 Why were the peasants traveling together? [To sell their merchandise along the highway]

6.	 What made Joseph suspicious of the man approaching the caravan? [They already were careful about 
thieves but Joseph saw something wicked in his face.]

7.	 What did the stranger named Stefan Ostrovski want to buy from Pan Andrew? [His yellow pumpkin]

Literary Elements
•	 Imagery

 Imagery is how the author uses descriptive words to paint a picture of the story. What descriptive words 
did the author use to tell the story of the Broken Note? After reading it, what is the picture in your head? 
[Answers will vary.]

•	 Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing occurs when the author hints at an event that has not yet happened. What event does 
the author hint at when he tells of Joseph’s feelings about the man? [The man’s ugly demand of the 
pumpkin]
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•	 Setting

The setting is the place, time, and context in which a story takes place. What is the setting of this story? 
[15th-century Poland, 1461]

Hands-On Activities
•	 In your historical atlas, find the area where the Tartars lived in the 13th century.

•	 Find and label Krakow and Wawel Hill on your outline map of Poland.

•	 Krakow is a real city in Poland and Wawel Hill is a real place frequented by tourists. Fold in half and 
staple together three sheets of 8½-by-11-inch paper to create a small, six-page tour guidebook for the 
city of Krakow, highlighting Wawel Hill and the Church of Our Lady Mary (Basilica of the Virgin Mary). 

	 •     A good website for information and printable photos is: http://www.krakow-info.com. 

•	 Keep it simple (perhaps only a few facts per page) but be creative.

 Week 1 - Day 2     	 				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter II, “Krakow.”

Vocabulary
•	 halberd (n): [a weapon from the 15th and 16th centuries consisting of a battle-ax and a pike mounted 

on a handle about six feet long]

•	 steppe (n): [a vast, usually level and treeless tract in southeastern Europe or Asia]

•	 ludicrous (adj): [laughable through obvious absurdity]

•	 grotesque (adj): [a style of art that distorts the natural into absurdity or ugliness]

•	 deft (adj): [characterized by facility and skill]

•	 staves (n): [plural of staff, a long wooden stick]

•	 shod (v): [to furnish or equip with a shoe]

•	 apothecary (n): [someone who sells drugs for medicinal purposes]

•	 emblem (n): [a symbolic object]

•	 Co brakuje?: [Polish for “What do you lack?”]

•	 burgomaster (n): [the chief magistrate of a town]

•	 pillory (n): [a device used for punishing criminals made up of a wooden frame with holes for the head 
and hands to be locked into it]

•	 precarious (adj): [uncertain]

•	 stalwart (adj): [marked by outstanding strength]

•	 proprietor (n): [a person who has the legal right to something]

http://www.krakow-info.com
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•	 guild (n): [a medieval association of merchants or craftsmen]

•	 retribution (n): [the giving or receiving of reward or punishment]

•	 vicious (adj): [dangerously aggressive or mean]

Discussion Generators
1.	 Whom did Pan Andrew look for once he was in the city of Krakow? [His cousin, Pan Andrew 

Tenczynski]

2.	 What piece of advice did the guard give Pan Andrew? [To change his name]

3.	 What did Pan Andrew’s wife mean when she said to him, “We will wait, for God is in the waiting”? 
[That God is still behind everything that happens in their lives, even the waiting]

4.	 Have you ever waited for something? Was it hard to wait? What does God say about waiting (and 
patience) in the Bible? Read Psalm 27:14.

5.	 What did Joseph do when he saw a Ukrainian dog about to pounce on its tormentor and then on a girl? 
[He grabbed him by the collar.]

Hands-On Activity
•	 Try your hand at some classic Polish recipes. The “Top 20” Polish recipes, at least according to this 

website, can be found at:

	 http://allrecipes.com/recipes/world-cuisine/european/eastern-european/polish/
Here is one of these top recipes!
Polish Dill Pickle Soup
(Suggestion: Try serving this chilled the day after you make it.)

Ingredients:

•	 1 pound beef neck bones

•	 1 cup mixed vegetables

•	 2 cups diced dill pickles

•	 2 quarts water

•	 2 cups diced potatoes

•	 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour

•	 1 cup milk

•	 salt to taste
Directions:

1.	 In a large pot, place neck bones, vegetables, and pickles. Add water. Cook over medium heat 
for 45 minutes.

2.	 Add potatoes; cook until soft, about 20 minutes.

http://allrecipes.com/recipes/world-cuisine/european/eastern-european/polish/
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3.	 Remove neck bones. Increase heat to medium-high. Combine flour and milk in a small bowl, 
and gradually stir into soup. Continue stirring until mixture boils. Season to taste with salt.

 Week 1 - Day 3    	  				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter III, “The Alchemist.”

Vocabulary
•	 alchemist (n): [a person who studies medieval chemical science]

•	 whelp (n): [any of the young of carnivorous mammals, especially a dog]

•	 squalid (adj): [dirty from neglect or poverty]

•	 prestige (n): [standing in the eyes of people]

•	 astrologer (n): [a person who studies how the stars supposedly affect a person’s life]

•	 sumptuous (adj): [extremely rich or magnificent]

•	 malicious (adj): [wanting to cause pain]

•	 persecution (n): [the act of harassing someone because of their beliefs]

•	 venerable (adj): [calling forth respect; made sacred]

•	 malign (adj): [evil in nature]

•	 ruffian (n): [a brutal person]

•	 ascertain (v): [to make certain]

Discussion Generators
1.	 What kinds of people lived in Krakow on the Street of the Pigeons? [Students, teachers, astrologers, 

and other people of their craft]

2.	 What happened to Elzbietka’s parents? [They died in the plague.]

3.	 What did Elzbietka’s uncle do? [He was a scholar and alchemist.]

4.	 What did Ostrovski try to accuse the Charnetskis of in front of the crowd? [Using magic to change his 
brother’s head into a pumpkin]

5.	 Who rescued Pan Andrew from the riot? [Jan Kanty]

6.	 Where did the Charnetskis end up staying? [With Kreutz and Elzbietka]

Hands-On Activities
•	 For older students: The Polish and Ukrainians are famous for their elaborately decorated traditional 

Easter eggs. These aren’t your typical vinegar-and-dye American eggs! Whether it is close to Easter or 
not, you can still have fun decorating hard-boiled eggs. The Polish call their eggs pisankas (from the 
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Polish for “to write”) and make them by dipping them in wax and then carving them. You will need to 

	 purchase some supplies. Make sure you are careful because melted wax is very hot and can stick to you 
and burn. Directions and supplies can be found at http://www.learnpysanky.com.

•	 Listen to some Polish music online!

•	 Current Polish radio stations: http://tunein.com/radio/Polish-Music-g157/

•	 Traditional Polish folk music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPAOkWDxz7U

 Week 1 - Day 4     	 				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter IV, “The Good Jan Kanty.”

Vocabulary
•	 exposition (n): [a setting forth of the meaning or purpose]

•	 precept (n): [a command or principle]

•	 interpose (v): [to put oneself between]

•	 doff (v): [to remove from the body]

•	 subterfuge (n): [a deceptive device or stratagem]

•	 encumbrance (n): [something that weighs down or burdens]

•	 fortitude (n): [a strength of mind that enables a person to encounter danger with courage]

•	 allay (v): [to subdue or make less intense or severe]

Discussion Generators
1.	 What made Jan Kanty so “good”? [He was a priest, saint, protector, and people loved him.]

2.	 What did Jan Kanty advise the Charnetskis to do? [Change their name, sell their horse and cart, give 
the pumpkin to him for safekeeping]

3.	 What kinds of problems was Jan Kanty approached with? [A woman with back pains, a man whose 
plants were being destroyed by worms] Does this remind you of any stories in the Bible? (See the story 
of Jairus’s daughter and the sick woman in Luke 8:40–56, and the story of the boy with a demon in 
Luke 9:37–45.)

4.	 Discuss this quote by Andrew Charnetski: “If it is mere curiosity, be assured that knowledge will bring 
nothing but pain.” (p. 58) Do you agree? Why or why not? [Answers will vary.]

Hands-On Activities
	 •     Check out photos of Polish culture online! A good mix of photos can be found at the following sites:

•	 This site has 11 great photos of various Polish cultural sites, events, and items to click through; it 
includes informative captions. http://goeasteurope.about.com/od/poland/ss/polandculture.htm 

http://www.learnpysanky.com
http://tunein.com/radio/Polish-Music-g157/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPAOkWDxz7U
http://goeasteurope.about.com/od/poland/ss/polandculture.htm
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•	 This site is arranged like a blog and has an interactive map at the bottom that allows you to click on 
specific cities or locations in Poland and see pictures of that region! 

	 http://www.staypoland.com/map.htm

 Week 2 - Day 1     	 				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter V, “In the Street of the Pigeons” and Chapter VI, “The Tower of the Trumpeter.”

Vocabulary
•	 rapier (n): [a straight two-edged sword with a narrow pointed blade]

•	 bursar (n): [an officer in charge of funds]

•	 transmute (v): [to change or alter in form, appearance, or nature]

•	 sinister (adj): [evil]

•	 aristocratic (adj): [being the best, most stylish, most elegant of its kind]

•	 wend (v): [to direct one’s course]

•	 conflagration (n): [a large disastrous fire]

•	 quota (n): [a proportional part or share]

•	 bequeath (v): [to give or leave by will]
Discussion Generators

1.	 Why did Johann Tring get in trouble? [He started a swordfight.]

2.	 What job did Jan Kanty help Pan Andrew to get? [Trumpeter]

3.	 What do you think the “treasure” is? [Answers will vary.]

4.	 Discuss this quote by Andrew Charnetski: “We can’t have too many friends just now.” (p. 60) What do 
you think he meant by that? Do you agree? [Answers will vary.]

5.	 What did the trumpeter have to watch out for? [Fires and danger]

6.	 What did Joseph see in the window of the fourth floor of the alchemist’s house? [A flame]

7.	 Who asked Joseph for a coin? [Stas]

8.	 Whom did Stas warn Joseph about? [Tring]

Literary Element
•	 Foreshadowing

As noted previously, foreshadowing occurs when the author hints at an event to come. Do you sense any 
foreshadowing here? What event might the author be hinting at? [The flame hints at a fire that occurs 
later in the novel.] Look for foreshadowing as you continue to read.

http://www.staypoland.com/map.htm
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Hands-On Activity
•	 Create swords out of paper towel tubes for a Mazovian “play” battle like the one Tring was caught in.

•	 Look up images of a rapier online and try your hand at drawing one.

•	 Create your own hourglass like the one Pan Andrew used so he would know when to sound the trumpet. 
Good directions for doing this with household items can be found at 

	 http://crafts.creativebug.com/make-sand-hourglass-plastic-drink-bottles-1118.html

	 For this you’ll need:

•	 2 plastic drink bottles

•	 Sand

•	 Funnel

•	 Duct tape

•	 Stopwatch

 Week 2 - Day 2	  	  				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter VII, “In the Alchemist’s Loft” and Chapter VIII, “Peter of the Button Face.”

Vocabulary
•	 zloty (n): [Polish currency]

•	 brazier (n): [one who works in brass]

•	 pungent (adj): [sharply painful]

•	 philosopher (n): [a person who seeks wisdom or enlightenment]

•	 elixir (n): [a substance held capable of prolonging life indefinitely]

•	 tempestuous (adj): [turbulent, stormy]

•	 leer (n): [a sly, malicious, or knowing look]

•	 pendulum (n): [something that swings back and forth]

•	 exquisite (adj): [pleasing through beauty, fitness, or perfection]

•	 fortify (v): [to make strong]

•	 prowess (n): [extraordinary ability]

•	 citadel (n): [a fortress that commands a city]

•	 promenade (v): [to go on a walk on display]

•	 endeavor (n): [a serious determined effort]

•	 vantage (n): [superiority in a contest]

•	 barbarism (n): [uncivilized, cruel, savage acts or behavior]

http://crafts.creativebug.com/make-sand-hourglass-plastic-drink-bottles-1118.html
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•	 desist (v): [to cease to act]

•	 ruminate (v): [to go over in the mind repeatedly and slowly]

•	 unscrupulous (adj): [not having moral integrity]

•	 bereft (adj): [robbed of the possession or use of something]

Discussion Generators
1.	 Why was Elzbietka suspicious of Tring? [Because her uncle had changed since spending time with him]

2.	 Tring argued with Kreutz that the life of man is governed by the stars. This is what astrologers believe, 
even now. Do you agree? Read Deuteronomy 4:19 and Isaiah 47:13. Discuss with your teacher.

3.	 The Philosophers’ Stone that Tring and Kreutz discussed was a lot like the Sorcerer’s Stone in the Harry 
Potter series. If you have read Harry Potter, discuss the similarities between these stones.

4.	 Tring and the alchemist were both interested in science, but what was each more interested in? [Tring: 
turning metal into gold; the alchemist: the spiritual side of things]

5.	 How had Tring “poisoned” the alchemist’s mind? [By making him think that he was poor and could be 
better off if he wished]

6.	 Discuss this quote by Tring: “Gold—gold—gold—that is what every man wants.” (p. 91) Do you agree? 
What does the Bible say? Read Luke 16:13.

7.	 What did Elzbietka promise to do if she heard Joseph play the Heynal without stopping at the broken 
note? [Run to get Jan Kanty]

8.	 In what language did Joseph study? [Latin]

9.	 Who was Peter of the Button Face also known as? [Stefan Ostrovski, Bogdan Grozny, Bogdan the 
Terrible]

10.	 Why was Peter of the Button Face so feared in Ukraine? [He had burned houses and put men and 
women to death, and did all the dirty deeds the nobles didn’t want to do themselves.]

Hands-On Activities
•	 To demonstrate what an alchemist does (finds reactions to material substances), do some simple 

chemical experiments at home. A few good examples:

•	 Make Gak! Gak (Nickelodeon style) is made up of glue and starch.
	 http://a2zhomeschooling.com/explore/chemistry_kids/gak_flubber_silly_putty_oobleck_recipes/

•	 For an outside activity, discover the chemical reaction of Mentos and soda:
	 http://chemistry.about.com/od/chemistryhowtoguide/ht/mentos.htm

•	 Probably the most “famous” kids’ chemistry experiment is the baking soda and vinegar volcano: 
	 http://chemistry.about.com/cs/howtos/ht/buildavolcano.htm

•	 Have students learn a few Latin words, like the ones Joseph studied. Latin and Greek are the two 
languages that we get our English word roots from. Look for similarities and links between Latin words 

http://a2zhomeschooling.com/explore/chemistry_kids/gak_flubber_silly_putty_oobleck_recipes/
http://chemistry.about.com/od/chemistryhowtoguide/ht/mentos.htm
http://chemistry.about.com/cs/howtos/ht/buildavolcano.htm
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and their English meaning. Older students may be able to guess the meaning of the Latin roots. Can you 
come up with more Latin words or their English derivatives? Act them out.

Latin	  			   English
annus (year)	  		  annual, anniversary
audire (to hear)	  		  audio, auditorium
decem (ten)	  		  decade, decimal
dicere (to say)	  		  dictate, dictator, diction
domus (house)	  		  domestic
laborare (to work)			  labor, laboratory
manus (hand)	  		  manual
mater (mother)	  		  maternal, maternity
pater (father)	  		  paternal, paternity
tempus (time)	  		  temporary
terra (land)	  		  terrestrial, territory
videre (to see)	  		  video
vocare (to call)	  		  vocal, vocabulary

 Week 2 - Day 3    	 				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter IX, “Button-Face Peter Attacks” and Chapter X, “The Evil One Takes a Hand.”

Vocabulary
•	 quench (v): [to put out, extinguish]

•	 ruefully (adv): [with regret or sadness]

•	 admonish (v): [to express warning or disapproval]

•	 mischief (n): [an action that annoys or irritates]

•	 afoot (adj): [in the process of development]

•	 marauder (n): [someone who roams about and raids in search of plunder]

•	 succumb (v): [to yield to superior strength or overpowering appeal]

•	 bravado (n): [blustering, swaggering conduct]

•	 scepter (n): [a staff or baton borne by a sovereign as an emblem of authority]

•	 apparition (n): [an unusual or unexpected sight]

•	 brigand (n): [one who lives by plunder usually as a member of a band]

•	 phantom (n): [something that can be seen but is not made up of anything substantial]

•	 hue (n): [color]
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•	 veritable (adj): [being in fact the thing named and not false ]

•	 pandemonium (n): [a wild uproar]

•	 transpire (v): [to take place]

•	 prostrate (adj): [stretched out with face on the ground in adoration or submission]

•	 lithe (adj): [easily bent or flexed]

•	 vise (n): [a tool with two jaws for holding work]

•	 procure (v): [to obtain]

•	 unscathed (adj): [unharmed]

•	 stratagem (n): [a trick in war to outwit the enemy]

•	 feign (v): [to give false appearance of]

•	 tumult (n): [a disorderly agitation usually with uproar of voices]

•	 concussion (n): [a hard blow or collision]

•	 perilous (adj): [dangerous]

•	 vigorous (adj): [full of physical or mental strength]

•	 assail (v): [to attack violently]

Discussion Generators
1.	 Why did the stranger get mad at Stas when he answered the door? [Because by shoving the lantern in 

his face, other people could have recognized him]

2.	 How did Joseph know the man who attacked his house was Peter of the Button Face? [Because he saw a 
big round scar on his face and because he had been famous in Ukraine]

3.	 Stas was consumed with whether or not he was going to get paid for his treachery. Can you think of 
an example of someone in the Bible who was paid to betray a friend? [Judas betrayed Jesus; see Luke 
21:37–22:6.)]

4.	 When Peter and his band saw the alchemist lit up in the fire from his chemicals, who did they think he 
was? [The Evil One, a demon, a devil, etc.]

5.	 How did Peter get free from the alchemist? [He distracted the alchemist by getting him to look at the 
fireball on the floor.]

6.	 What happened to Stas? [He disappeared and was never heard of again.]

Literary Element
•	 Protagonist and Antagonist

The protagonist is the “good guy” in the story, or the main character. The antagonist is the “bad guy” 
who tries to cause conflict with the protagonist. Who is the protagonist and who is the antagonist in this 
story? [Protagonist: Joseph; Antagonist: Peter of the Button Face]
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Hands-On Activity
•	 Using paper and crayons or colored pencils, draw what you think Peter of the Button Face looks like.

 Week 2 - Day 4    	 				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter XI, “The Attack on the Church” and Chapter XII, “Elzbietka Misses the Broken Note.”

Vocabulary
•	 boisterous (adj): [rowdy]

•	 despondency (n): [state of feeling depressed or despairing]

•	 recluse (n): [person who leads a secluded or solitary life]

•	 engulf (v): [to flow over and enclose]

•	 vigil (n): [a watch formerly kept on the night before a religious feast with prayer or devotions]

•	 covetousness (n): [state of desiring what belongs to another; an inordinate desire for wealth]

•	 mettle (n): [vigor and strength of spirit or temperament]

•	 credulous (adj): [ready to believe, especially on slight or uncertain evidence]

•	 nefarious (adj): [flagrantly wicked or impious]

•	 trifle (n): [something of little value, a small amount; (v): to handle something idly]

•	 pique (v): [to excite or arouse interest or curiosity]

•	 irksome (adj): [tending to irritate]

•	 cozener (n): [cheater]

Discussion Generators
1.	 What was Peter of the Button Face’s nickname in Ukraine? [Snake]

2.	 Why did Peter of the Button Face attack again? [Because he was not in possession of the “treasure,” as 
Pan Andrew thought, but rather, he thought Pan Andrew had it]

3.	 What did Peter call the treasure? [The Great Tarnov Crystal]

4.	 Why do you think the treasure was so important? [Answers will vary.]

5.	 Why was Joseph made to play the Heynal by his captors? [So that no one would get suspicious]

6.	 How did Joseph sound the alarm that he was in trouble without his captors knowing? [He played the 
Heynal and included the missing note, which was a signal that he’d told to Elzbietka.] What are some 
ways that you’ve seen or experienced giving secret signals? [Example answers: baseball catcher signing 
to the pitcher, secret codes, etc.]

7.	 Give some reasons why Elzbietka was worried about her uncle. What kind of beliefs circulated in the 
culture of that day that caused Elzbietka to be especially concerned? [Because she has heard Tring 
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treat her uncle as a student and talk a lot about turning baser metal into gold, and her uncle had not 
acted normally, spending hours upstairs in his laboratory. The culture was very superstitious, so 
Elzbietka thought her uncle was involved in black magic.] Read what the Bible says about discernment 
in Philippians 1:9–11 and 1 John 4:1.

8.	 Joseph’s mother made a comment that nothing good ever came of anyone who tried to turn baser metals 
into gold. Why do you think this is? [People are greedy and nothing good comes of greed.]

9.	 Who did Elzbietka run to after hearing the Heynal with the missing note that Joseph played to sound 
the alarm? [Jan Kanty]

10.	 How was Peter’s band captured? [Jan Kanty summoned the watch, and the whole band was asleep in 
the tower when they arrived!]

11.	 Where do you think the crystal was? [Answers will vary.]

Hands-On Activities
•	 Parent: Have students come up with a secret signal or code word to use when they are in real trouble. 

Have them think about the context; for example, what will they say if they are on the phone and 
need help to come to them? What if they are outside and need to signal that they are with someone 
dangerous? Be creative but help students to understand the importance of such a signal or code word.

•	 Make up your own secret code. Come up with a code letter for each letter of the alphabet and use it to 
write a secret message to a sibling or friend that no one else can read (make sure you include a decoder 
so they can read the message!).

•	 Learn a little Morse Code! Here is a website with the alphabet and some important phrases:
	 http://morsecode.scphillips.com/morse.html. A fun and easy way to practice Morse code is to use a 

flashlight in the dark. Try this by turning out the lights and signaling to another with dits and dahs 
from across the room or backyard. If you are feeling exceptionally crafty and adventurous, here are 
online instructions for creating an actual Morse code “buzzer”:  
http://chestofbooks.com/crafts/popular-mechanics/The-Boy-Mechanic-700-Things-for-Boys-to-Do/
How-To-Make-A-Telegraph-Instrument-And-Buzzer.html#.U01zNl44thM. 

•	 This chapter includes the actual notation for the endings of the Heynal on page 148. If your students 
play an instrument, have them practice playing the two endings of the Heynal on it.

 Week 3 - Day 1     	 				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter XIII, “The Great Tarnov Crystal.”

Vocabulary
•	 forswear (v): [to renounce seriously; to renounce under oath]

•	 valor (n): [strength of mind or spirit that enables a person to encounter danger with firmness]

http://morsecode.scphillips.com/morse.html
http://chestofbooks.com/crafts/popular-mechanics/The-Boy-Mechanic-700-Things-for-Boys-to-Do/How-To-Make-A-Telegraph-Instrument-And-Buzzer.html#.U01zNl44thM
http://chestofbooks.com/crafts/popular-mechanics/The-Boy-Mechanic-700-Things-for-Boys-to-Do/How-To-Make-A-Telegraph-Instrument-And-Buzzer.html#.U01zNl44thM
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•	 magistrate (n): [a local government official]

•	 hypnotic (adj): [tending to produce a sleep-like trance state]

•	 superstitious (adj): [believing as a result of ignorance, fear of the unknown, or trust in magic or 
chance]

•	 tripod (n): [a three-legged stand]

•	 illuminate (adj): [brightened with light]

•	 exquisite (adj): [carefully selected]

•	 subterranean (adj): [being, lying, or operating under the surface of the earth]

•	 divulge (v): [to make public]

•	 vista (n): [a distant view through or along an avenue or opening]

•	 perjure (v): [to willfully give false testimony under oath]

•	 charlatan (n): [one who makes usually showy pretenses to knowledge or ability not possessed]

Discussion Generators
1.	 What would we call Tring’s so-called “powers” today? [Hypnotism]

2.	 Why did Tring call the Great Tarnov Crystal “the greatest scientific treasure of all ages”? [Because it 
was believed to make men utter truths]

3.	 Why did many men of the Middle Ages end up practicing magic when they meant to make scientific 
observations? [Because in the Middle Ages, there was no line between science and magic]

4.	 What happened when the alchemist looked into the crystal? [He thought he saw the formula for the 
Philosophers’ Stone.]

5.	 What was the Philosophers’ Stone? [A stone that could turn brass into gold]

6.	 Discuss the difference between science and magic. Look up Galatians 5:20 and return to 1 John 4:1.

Hands-On Activity
•	 What is the difference between a trick and magic? [Answers will vary.]

•	 trick (n): [an action or device designed to deceive, cheat, outwit, etc.; artifice; dodge; ruse; 
stratagem; a mischievous or playful act; prank, practical joke]

•	 magic (n): [the use of spells, charms, and rituals in seeking or pretending to cause or control events 
or to govern certain natural or supernatural forces]

•	 There are plenty of easy card tricks (in the sense of a “playful act”) that you can do with just one plain 
deck of cards. One example is this one, taken from http://www.blifaloo.com/magic/card_tricks.php.     
It is called “Easy Pick”:

1.	 Shuffle the deck of cards. Have someone choose any card to memorize. Then have them place it back 
on TOP of the deck.

http://www.blifaloo.com/magic/card_tricks.php
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2.	 Take the deck behind your back and flip the top card over so the card face is facing up. Bring the 
deck back in front of you facing the audience with the bottom card facing them (and the original top 
card that they chose facing you).

3.	 Ask them if this is the card he/she chose. They will say no.

4.	 Place the deck once again behind your back and flip the top card back over facedown and place it 
anywhere back into the deck.

5.	 Bring the cards back out in front of you, shuffle them or allow someone in the audience to shuffle 
them for you. Now that you know their card you can search through the deck in any fashion you 
want and easily pick out their selected card.

 Week 3 - Day 2    	 				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter XIV, “A Great Fire Rages.”

Vocabulary
•	 astrolabe (n): [a compact instrument used to observe and calculate the position of celestial bodies 

before the invention of the sextant]

•	 aqueduct (n): [a passage for water]

•	 vivacity (n): [the quality or state of being lively in temper, conduct, or spirit]

•	 municipal (adj): [of or relating to the internal affairs of a major political unit]

•	 valiant (adj): [possessing or acting with bravery]

Discussion Generators
1.	 What was a quartermaster? [The head of a district in a city, who was responsible for everything that 

happened in it, especially firefighting.]

2.	 Verbally compare and contrast firefighting in The Trumpeter of Krakow and firefighting in America 
today. [Answers will vary.]

3.	 Why was any fire in Krakow such a big deal? [There were a lot of wooden houses built very close to 
each other, and they were old and dry. Any spark could cause an out-of-control fire.]

4.	 Why did the alchemist curse the crystal? [Because desire for it has made men crazy and caused 
destruction]

Hands-On Activity
•	 What are some things you can do to prevent a house fire? Gather some information from your local fire 

hall and implement at least one preventive measure in your house. This could mean testing the smoke 
alarms in the house, installing or making sure everyone knows where a fire extinguisher is, etc. Develop 
a family escape plan in case of fire.
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 Week 3 - Day 3     	 				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter XV, “King Kazimir Jagiello.”

Vocabulary
•	 impregnable (adj): [incapable of being taken by assault]

•	 belfry (n): [a bell tower]

•	 ostentation (n): [excessive display]

•	 courtier (n): [one in attendance in a royal court]

•	 zealously (adv): [with fervent dedication to a person, a cause, or an ideal]

•	 consummate (v): [to finalize or complete a deal]

•	 smote (v): [past tense of smite: to strike sharply or heavily]

•	 proffer (v): [to present for acceptance]

Discussion Generators
1.	 What was Joseph really excited about? [Having an audience with the king of Poland]

2.	 Joseph described Jan Kanty as “simple as a child in most matters affecting worldly things.” (p. 189) 
What do you think this means? Read John 17:16. Whom does Jan Kanty remind you of in the Bible? 
[Answers will vary, perhaps Jesus.] What are some other things Jan Kanty did or said that reminded 
you of this person? [Answers will vary.]

3.	 Why did the group go to see the king? [To give him the Tarnov Crystal, since its hiding place had been 
discovered]

4.	 Why does Pan Andrew hate the crystal? [Because desire for it has brought a lot of harm and death]

5.	 What did Peter give the king in exchange for his life? [Information on why the king was threatened in 
Ukraine]

6.	 What was Peter’s real reason for obtaining the crystal? [He was sent by Ivan who wanted to get the 
crystal to give to the khan of the Tartars, so the khan would lead the Tartars against the Poles in the 
Ukraine.]

7.	 What did the king give Pan Andrew of his as the “token of your faithfulness”? [His gold chain]

Hands-On Activity
•	 With help from your historical atlas, find the Vistula River on your outline map of Poland and label it. 

The crystal was thrown into “the spot where the Vistula curves about the base of the Wawel.” (p. 202) 
Can you locate this spot on the map?
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 Week 3 - Day 4     	  				           						                  
•	 Read Chapter XVI, “The Last of the Great Tarnov Crystal” and the Epilogue.

Vocabulary
•	 stint (v): [stop]

•	 torrent (n): [a tumultuous outpouring]

•	 parley (v): [to speak with another]

•	 recompense (n): [compensation for an injury or wrong]

•	 supplicate (v): [to ask humbly]

•	 fluting (n): [a series of flutes]

•	 epoch (n): [a particular period of time marked by distinctive features]

Discussion Generators
1.	 What did the alchemist do with the Great Tarnov Crystal? [Threw it into the river] Why? [Because it 

caused him to be tempted to do dishonest things to gain worldwide fame]

•	 Discuss how material things can become our idols and drive us to do things we never would do 
otherwise. What kinds of things do you find cause you to become “mad” with greed, envy, etc.?

2.	 Whom did Joseph marry? [Elzbietka]

Hands-On Activity
•	 They still sound the trumpet every hour in Krakow in honor of the trumpeter who died valiantly! There 

are several tourist’s videos of the trumpet being played at St. Mary’s on YouTube, including this one:
	 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8BJF5xRXXQ&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8BJF5xRXXQ&feature=related
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End-of-Unit Wrap-Up
Older students choose two of the following activities; younger students choose one.

•	 What does The Trumpeter of Krakow tell us about life in 15th-century Poland? Why do you think the 
author has such a focus on school?

•	 Many of the characters in the story lose something important to them. Choose a character and describe 
his or her loss. How does the loss change this character?

•	 There are several major ideas discussed in this novel, including greed, change, loyalty, and courage. 
What are some specific characters or events that show each of these themes? You may use GO B-2 for 
events or GO E-1 for character traits.

•	 Use GO A-1 or A-2 to compare/contrast Jan Kanty and Peter of the Button Face.

•	 Complete GO Z-2.

•	 Research the historical characters mentioned in the story: Jan Kanty (also known as John Cantius), 
Nicolaus Copernicus, and Ivan the Great. What did they do? Why do you think the author chose to 
include them in the story?
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Compare and Contrast

What is different?

What is the same?

What is different?
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Event #1

Event #2

Happened Because

Happened Because

Consequence:

Consequence:
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Book Evaluation
 

How would you rate this book in the following areas?

Plot	 Excellent ____	 Very Good ____  	 Good ____	 Fair ____  	 Poor ____

Dialogue 	 Excellent ____	 Very Good ____  	 Good ____	 Fair ____  	 Poor ____

Character Development	 Excellent ____	 Very Good ____  	 Good ____	 Fair ____  	 Poor ____

Word Usage 	 Excellent ____	 Very Good ____  	 Good ____	 Fair ____  	 Poor ____

Spiritual Value	 Excellent ____	 Very Good ____  	 Good ____	 Fair ____  	 Poor ____

Describe how this book could be applied to your life or describe a part of the book (or a character) with 
which you can identify.  __________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Strengths of this book	                                                        Weaknesses of this book

___________________________________________        ________________________________________

___________________________________________        ________________________________________

___________________________________________        ________________________________________

What is your overall  
opinion of this book?	 Excellent ____	 Very Good ____  	 Good ____	   Fair ____  	 Poor ____

Support Your Opinion: _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________




