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~Weeks 1, 2, and 3 ~

Supplies
« Till We Have Faces by C.S. Lewis
e GOA1
« GOB-3
e GOE-1
« GOE-6
Introduction

Till we Have Faces is one of my favorite books from C. S. Lewis. The classic myth of Cupid and Psyche is

retold from the perspective of Psyche’s sister, Orual. It’s a powerful story full of meaning, ideas, compelling
characters, love, and action. We’'ll be spending three weeks with Orual in her kingdom of Glome and her trial of
the gods. I hope this book means as much to you as it has to me.

Before we get into the story, I should point out that this is a work of fiction and fantasy, and while it has some
profound concepts behind it, it is not intended to be a work of theology (as are some of Lewis’s works). In this
work, you’ll encounter gods and goddesses that bear some resemblance to our Lord, and to pagan Greek deities.
Lewis’s characters worship (or refuse to worship) and philosophize about the nature of God, man, and the
world, expressing their views in the context of the story—yet these views are not necessarily Lewis’s. Many of
the themes and discoveries in the story have deep meaning right in line with biblical truth, but they take place
in the context of a polytheistic, pre-Christian world.

Nore To Parents: This book contains violence, sexuality, idol worship, alcohol, frightening images, and some
language. While it does not glorify sin in any way, and is neither overly graphic nor pornographic, it can at
times be very dark. Read it at your own risk.

Assignments
« Timeline
« Using three copies of GO E-6, make a timeline of the events of the book as you read. Make it as
detailed as you like. I recommend using one block per chapter and rewriting the numbers on the
timeline to reflect the chapter numbers.

o Cast of Characters

« Aswe learn about the people of Glome, please write down the names and a brief description of each
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character on GO E-6. Include such information as where the characters are from, their occupation,
history, goals, central idea, relationship to Orual, and important actions in the story. Leave room at
the start to add details as the characters grow and change. Feel free to include more than just the
ones I list!

« Geography
« As different places are mentioned (countries, cities, journeys, rivers, etc.), write down the name and
page number for future reference. At the end of the project, you’ll turn this list into a map of Glome
and the surrounding countries.

« Discussion Questions

« Till We Have Faces is a fairly heavy book, with lots of psychological detail. Go through the
discussion questions to gauge your comprehension of the action and ideas.

« Vocabulary

« C.S. Lewis has a rich vocabulary and uses his words with pinpoint precision. If there are words you
don’t understand in addition to those on the list, look them up and write them down as well.

Week 1 - Day 1

» Read Chapters 1 and 2. Put the main events on your timeline.

+ Add Orual, Trom, Batta, Redival, the Fox, Ungit, the old Priest of Ungit, and Istra/Psyche to your cast of
characters.

Geography
« List Grey Mountain, Glome, the Palace, the river Shennit, the house of Ungit, Ringal, the kingdom of
Caphad, and the kingdom of Phars.

«  Write out the geographical descriptions of these places (direction, distances, etc., if given). Many things
will happen in all of these places, and it’s handy to have a good scope of the land in your head.

Discussion Questions
1. What is the Fox’s attitude toward Ungit and the gods? How is it different from Orual’s?

2. What sort of ruler is King Trom? What kinds of things does he say and do that display his true
character?

Vocabulary
o travail (n)
o barbarian (n)
« wearish (adj)
« “Helen Herself”
+ Andromeda
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Week 1 - Day 2

« Read Chapters 3 and 4. Put the main events on your timeline.

» Add Tarin to your cast of characters list.

Discussion Questions
1. What is the public opinion of Psyche? How does it change and why?

2. When Orual uses the word “holy,” what does she mean? What is the connotation?

Week 1 - Day 3

» Read Chapters 5 and 6. Put the main events on your timeline.

« Add Bardia to your cast of characters.

Discussion Questions

1. In Chapter 5, the priest and the Fox argue. It is the logic of the Greeks versus the wisdom of the priests.
Who would you side with if you were Trom, caught between the two? What does Scripture say about
faith and reason? Is Christianity logical, mysterious, or both?

2. How does the king react to the counsel of Orual and the Fox on how to save Psyche?

Vocabulary
« doting (the archaic definition)
o ward (archaic)

Week 1 - Day 4

« Read Chapters 7 and 8. Put the main events on your timeline.

e Add Trunia and Argan to your cast of characters.

Discussion Questions

1. Psyche talks of the god of the Mountain wooing her all her life, of death and her marriage to the god.
How do these things correspond to or contradict Scripture? Consider the following: Hosea’s comparison
of the people of Israel to God’s beloved in Hosea 2:14—20; Jesus’s teaching that those who would save
their lives must first lose them in Mathew 16:24—26; and Paul’s teaching that the church is the bride of
Christ in Ephesians 5:22-33.

2. Orual claims back in Chapter 1 that she is writing this book as a complaint against the gods. What
has she accused them of so far? Do you think her accusations have merit so far? Make a list of Orual’s
complaints so far, and add to it whenever she mentions it again.

3. One of the literary techniques used in this book is “point-of-view.” This book is written in the first
person—the narrator is a character writing from his own perspective. Another commonly used method
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is third person, where the narrator is outside the story reporting the events. The narrator can be limited
(knowing only certain facts) or omniscient (knowing everything). In first-person writing, the narrator
may or may not be a reliable source of information. He or she may be biased on some or all topics and
the writing may reflect that. Do you think Orual is a reliable narrator? Why or why not?

Vocabulary
» mountebank (n)
» Iphigenia
e Antigone

Week 1 - Day 5

« Read Chapter 9. Put the main events on your timeline.

Geography
« Add the Holy Road, the forest, the black valley, the Sacrifice Tree, the god’s valley, and the mountain
river to your map list.

Vocabulary

« scree (n)

Catch-Up Day

« Finish answering questions or assignments you haven’t done yet.

Week 2 - Day 1

« Read Chapters 10 and 11. Put the main events on your timeline.

Geography
+ Add the god’s house to your map list.

Discussion Questions
1. Was Psyche’s house real? What evidences appear for and against Psyche’s story ?
2. Why do you think Orual couldn’t see it?

Vocabulary
e amiss (adv)
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Week 2 - Day 2

Read Chapters 12 and 13. Put the main events on your timeline.

Add Poobi (Orual’s servant girl) and Ansit (Bardia’s wife) to your cast of characters.

Discussion Questions

1.

H @ D

What is Bardia’s answer to the “riddle”?
Why would Orual resolve to kill Psyche?
What is the Fox’s answer to the “riddle”?

Describe the differences in outlook/worldview between Bardia and the Fox. Who do you think is closer
to the truth?

Vocabulary

chary (adj)
architrave (n)
labyrinthine (adj)
ferly (n)

scud (v)

profane (adj)
hellebore
“Odysseus, or Hermes”
Grandam
soothsayer (n)
abomination (n)
Oedipus

tincture (n)

Week 2 - Day 3

Read Chapters 14 and 15. Put the main events on your timeline.

Add Gram to your cast of characters.

Discussion Questions

1.
2.

With what does Orual charge Psyche, and with what does she threaten her?
What effect does the god have on Orual? Does he condemn her? How would you have reacted?

We now enter the second part of Oural’s Journey, her Exile. Pay close attention to her spiritual journey.
Many seemingly small events become very important later on.
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Week 2 - Day 4

« Read Chapters 16 and 17. Put the main events on your timeline.

« Add Arnom the Priest to your cast of characters.

Discussion Questions
1. Why does Orual decide to veil herself?
2. How does Orual show her shrewdness to the priest?

3. Who does she meet in the garden, and how does she handle his plight?

Vocabulary
« posset (n)
« dotage (n)

Week 2 - Day 5

« Read Chapter 18. Put the main events on your timeline.

Discussion Questions
1. What did Orual not expect the Fox to do after she frees him?
2. What is happening as the king dies?

Vocabulary
« hauberk (n)

Week 3 - Day 1

» Read Chapters 19 and 20. Put the main events on your timeline.

Discussion Questions
1. What benefits does Orual get from wearing her veil?

2. How is Orual’s rule different from King Trom’s? Describe some of her reforms.

Vocabulary
o siren (n)
« Orpheus

« obol/talent
« pother (n)
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Week 3 - Day 2

« Read Chapters 21 and Part 2, Chapter 1. Put the main events on your timeline.

» Using GO B-3, write a summary of Orual’s vision (with the ant and the seeds) in the upper left-hand
box. Draw a line dividing the star into top and bottom halves, and write “Orual’s Visions” on the top
half.

Geography
« Add Essur, the hot spring, Istra’s temple, and the kingdom to the South East to your map list.

Discussion Questions
1. Why did Orual decide to write this book? What is Orual’s charge against the gods?

2. Remember Tarin? What has happened to him since he was sold as a slave? What change does his visit
begin in Orual?

3. Of what does Ansit accuse Orual? What does this term remind us of?

Vocabulary
« pith (n)

o cockchafer (n)

Week 3 - Day 3

« Read Chapters 2 and 3. Put the main events on your timeline.

« Continuing on GO B-3, write a summary of Orual’s vision (with the Pillar Room and the mirror) in
the top box, the voice she hears at the bridge in the top-right, the golden rams in the bottom right, the
desert and eagle in the bottom, and the judge on the right.

Discussion Questions

1. What effect does Ungit seem to have on the lady who offers the pigeon, and on the crowd of people?
How do you think the Fox would have explained that? Considering all of this, do you think Ungit takes
only and gives nothing, as Orual says?

2. What does Orual resolve to do, having understood what it means to be Ungit? What does she discover
when she tries to be just, calm, and wise? Read Romans Chapter 7, and compare that passage to Orual’s
attempts to be a beautiful soul.

Week 3 - Days 4 and 5

« Read Chapter 4. Put the main events on your timeline.
« Using another GO B-3, write a summary of the trials of Psyche as they parallel the Visions of Orual.
1. Psyche at the bridge

Weeks 1, 2, and 3 7 ©2013 Bright Ideas Press



INluminations Year One — Till We Have Faces High School Study Guide

AN S

Psyche with the seeds

Psyche and the rams

Psyche in the desert

Psyche’s journey into death (parallel with Orual’s journey under the Pillar Room)

Psyche delivers the box (parallel to Orual before the judge)

Discussion Questions

1. Orual finally gets the chance to bring her accusation of the gods to a judge. Is it all she had hoped for?
Why or why not?

2. How did Orual “die before she died,” in the manner of Socrates or the voice on the bridge?

3. How did the gods use Psyche to make Orual beautiful?

4. How did the gods use Orual to make Psyche a goddess?

Vocabulary

« “Minos, Rhadamanthus, Persephone”

Catch-Up and Projects

« These last two days are for finishing any work you have not completed yet and for your wrap-up
projects. Read the note by Lewis in the back of the book, and then choose one (or more) of the following
projects:

Make your map of Glome and the surrounding countries with the details from your mapping list. If
you’re hungry, make your map with icing on a giant cookie. Photograph and eat!

Use GO A-1 or make a PowerPoint presentation comparing and contrasting Bardia and the Fox.
Think about the roles they play and the ideas they represent (religion and philosophy).

Use GO A-1 or make a PowerPoint Presentation comparing and contrasting Orual’s love for Psyche
before and after the judgment. Use 1 Corinthians 13 as a guide.

Using two of GO E-1, make a trait list of four of the main characters from your cast of characters.
Write a one- to two-page essay or poem on one of the following ideas:

+ “Tolove and to devour are the same thing.”

« “Die before you die.”

« “Men sometimes confuse the voices of mortals for gods, but never those of gods for mortals.”

« Orual’s veil made people think she was hiding her beauty, when in fact she was hiding her
ugliness. How do beauty, faces, veils, and being “barefaced” figure into the book literally and
symbolically? (Recall that the judge, too, was veiled—why do you think that was?)

e After reading Lewis’s note, how do you think his book compares with the myth on which it is
based? How is it different when told from Orual’s perspective rather than from Psyche’s?

For the artistically inclined, make a comic-book adaptation of the book, using your timeline as a
reference. (Maybe include a map in your rendition!)

Take a myth or fable you've read or heard and retell it from a minor character’s perspective. Read or
perform it for your family and friends.

Weeks 1, 2, and 3 8 ©2013 Bright Ideas Press



INluminations Year One — Till We Have Faces High School Study Guide

Final Thoughts
Lewis’s works are deep, and you can read a lot into them and get a lot out of them. This may not have been
Lewis’s primary intent in writing the book, but what follows is part of my interpretation of it.

Read Colossians 3:3—10. (Think of the “wrath of God” in the context of Orual’s insight about the wrath of God
as revealed in the vision of the rams.) sets up a beautiful parallel between the ugliness of Orual and the beauty
of Psyche—both in face and fame, and ultimately, in soul. And yet Orual becomes like Psyche. Consider how
Orual’s journey is similar to the Christian’s: God regenerates us, bringing us to an awareness of our sin (our
best works are as filthy rags) and our need for Him. As we die to ourselves, we can find our identity “wrapped
up in Christ,” and in so doing, become the “Bride of Christ.” Orual in many ways stands for the sinful heart,
whose best love is “nine-tenths hatred,” but as the gods intervene in her life, she finds the need to be rid of her
ugliness and to become like Psyche. Psyche stands for the Gospel and in some ways, for Christ. She suffers

to find the box of beauty for her sister, and her efforts make even Orual/Ungit beautiful. Orual becomes like
Psyche, the bride of the god.

There are many more things that could be said and many more parallels that could be drawn—some of which
are contradictory and yet somehow make sense—but I will leave that to you. As we finish our study of this book,
I hope you’ll take the time to examine your own heart and ask whether you are becoming more like Ungit (sin)
or Psyche (Christ).
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