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Illuminations Year One
A Chinese Wonder Book

by Norman Hinsdale Pitman
Read-Alone Guide by Stacey Lane

~ Weeks 1 & 2 ~

Supplies
• A Chinese Wonder Book by Norman Hinsdale Pitman (E-Book included)

• GO A-1

• GO B-2

• GO Z-2

• Fish Coloring Page

Introduction to Character, Setting, Plot, and Type
The characters in fairy tales are usually one-dimensional (undeveloped) people labeled according to a type. 
For example, you’ll typically find kings, princesses, cruel stepmothers, abandoned children, poor peasants, 
giants, etc. 

Plots typically include elements such as bad luck, impossible tasks, fighting villains, mistreated heroes, 
magical intervention, villains punished, heroes rewarded, and (usually) a “happy-ever-after” type of ending. 

Settings of fairy tales are often in the woods, on a mountain, by the sea, in a castle, or in a cottage. They don’t 
normally take place in common settings like apartment buildings or city streets.

As you read fairy tales, you’ll begin to see patterns or “types.” For example, one common type is the 
“Cinderella” tale. A Cinderella tale involves a good younger sister who is being treated badly by mother/
stepmother/older sisters but who wins the love of the hero in the end. This type of story is found in many 
different formats and in various cultures. 

Something to keep in mind while you read these stories is that the lessons they teach 
are not necessarily about right and wrong. Unlike Aesop’s fables, the lesson of the story is not 
spelled out. It’s up to the reader to discern the meaning of the story. In this guide most stories are paired with a 
Bible story or verse to help you analyze the fairy tale from a biblical perspective. 

 Week 1 - Day 1                                    
• Read the Preface found after the Table of Contents in the e-book. 
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Vocabulary
• bauble (n) 

•  woebegone (adj) 
 

•  filial (n) 
 

•  Read “The Golden Beetle.”
 

• A character trait is an aspect of a person’s behavior. Character traits can be good or bad. Examples 
of good traits include honesty, patience, and kindness. Examples of bad traits are greed, grumpiness 
or bossiness.

• List some character traits for:

•  Ming Li:   
 
 

•  Mr. and Mrs. Chu: 
 
 

•  The Cat:   
 
 

1.  How does the cat not follow the directions of Philippians 2:3-4?  
 
 

2.  How do the neighbors not follow the directions of Luke 12:15?  
 
 

3.  How does Ming Li display the directions of Exodus 20:12?  
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 Week 1 - Day 2                                    
•  Read “The Strange Tale of Doctor Dog.”

1.  What is a sage?  

2.  What is a magistrate? 
 

•  Read Matthew 5:29-30. 

3.  How is the father’s illustration with the kites similar to the bible verses here?   
 
 

•  Read Romans 6:8-13.

4.  According to God, there is only one way to remove sin from your life. What is it?  
 
 

 Week 1 - Day 3                                    
•  Read “The Talking Fish.”

•  What was the goal of Lit and Sing? 
 

•  What did they do to achieve their goal?   
 

•  Did Mr. Li learn anything from his strange dream? 
 

•  Read Proverbs Chapter 13.

•  Color the fish coloring page. 

 Week 1 - Day 4                                    
•  Read “The Mad Goose and the Tiger Forest.”

•  Read Matthew 19:16-30. 

•  Fill out GO A-1, and compare and contrast the rich man in the Bible and the rich man in the story 
you just read.
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•  What did the young man use his wealth for at the end of the story?

•  What did he use it for at the beginning of the story?

•  How did he change? 

 Week 2 - Day 1                                    
•  Read “The Nodding Tiger.”

Vocabulary
• Mandarin (n):   

 

1.  Can you image one day having to care of your parents? Do you think it will be easy or hard to provide 
for them?  
 
 

•  Read Ephesians 4:25-32.
2.  What does God ask us to remove from our lives?   

 

3.  What qualities does He put in our lives?  
 

 Week 2 - Day 2                                    
•  Read “The Wooden Tablet.”

•  Read Ephesians 6:1-9.

•  Fill out GO B-2. Use the event of the boy’s father being cast out of the grandfather’s house as “event 
one” and the grandfather’s restoration of the house as “event two.”
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 Week 2 - Day 3                                    
•  Read “The Golden Nugget.”

•  Read 1 Samuel 20. 

1. The context of this bible story is that Jonathan and soon-to-be-King David are best friends, but 
Jonathan’s father Saul hates David and wants him dead. What do this story and “The Golden 
Nugget” say about friendship?   
 
 
 

 Week 2 - Day 4                                    
•  Illustrate or create your own coloring page for your favorite story. 

•  Fill out GO Z-2. 



Whoever guards his mouth
preserves his life; 

he who opens wide his lips
comes to ruin. 

Proverbs 13:3


